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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND 

(GREENBELT DIVISION) 

 

In re: Chapter 11 

 

CREATIVE HAIRDRESSERS, Case No. 20-14583, 20-14584-TJC 

INC., et al.1 

 (Jointly Administered) 

 Debtors. 

____________________________________ 

SECOND AMENDED APPLICATION FOR AN ORDER APPOINTING 

BARCLAY DAMON LLP, AS COUNSEL TO THE OFFICIAL 

COMMITTEE OF UNSECURED CREDITORS 

The Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors (the “Committee”) of Creative 

Hairdressers, Inc. and Ratner Companies, L.C. (the “Debtors”) in the above captioned chapter 11 

cases (the “Chapter 11 Cases”), respectfully submits this application (the “Application”) for the 

entry of an order, substantially in the form of the proposed order attached hereto as Exhibit A, 

authorizing the retention of Barclay Damon LLP (“Barclay Damon”) as counsel to the Committee 

pursuant to Sections 328(a) and 1103(a) of Title 11 of the United States Code (the “Bankruptcy 

Code”) and Rule 2014(a) of the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure (the “Bankruptcy Rules”).  

In support of the Application, the Committee submits the Attorney’s Declaration of Keith N. Costa, 

Esq. attached hereto as Exhibit B (the “Costa Declaration”). 

JURISDICTION 

1. The Court has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 157 and 1334. 

This is a core proceeding pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 157(b)(2).  Venue is proper before this Court 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1408 and 1409. 

                                                      
1 The debtors in these chapter 11 cases are:  (i) Creative Hairdressers, Inc. d/b/a Hair Cuttery, Bubbles, and Cielo, and 

(ii) Ratner Companies, L.C.   
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2. The predicates for the relief requested herein are section 328(a) of the Bankruptcy 

Code and Rule 2014(a) of the Bankruptcy Rules. 

BACKGROUND 

3. On April 23, 2020 (the “Petition Date”), the Debtors commenced these Chapter 11 

Cases by filing voluntary petitions for relief under Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code.  

4. Upon information and belief, the Debtors continue to operate their business and 

manage their properties as debtors in possession pursuant to sections 1107(a) and 1108 of the 

Bankruptcy Code. 

5. Additional information regarding the Debtors’ businesses and the events leading up 

to the Petition Date can be found in the Declaration of Phil Horvath in Support of Debtors’ First 

Day Motions (the “Horvath Declaration”) [Docket No. 6]. 

6. On May 1, 2020, the United States Trustee for the District of Maryland (the “U.S. 

Trustee”) formed the Committee in the Chapter 11 Cases [Docket No. 128], appointing the 

following parties as members of the Committee:  Regency Centers, L.P., SITE Centers Corp., 

LaDove, Inc., J Global Printing d/b/a More Vang, and Nicole Olson.  

7. On January 31, 2022, the Committee selected Barclay Damon LLP (“Barclay 

Damon”) as its proposed counsel, subject to the Court’s approval. 

RELIEF REQUESTED 

8. By this Application, the Committee seeks entry of an order authorizing and 

approving the employment of Barclay Damon as its counsel to perform services relating to these 

Chapter 11 Cases. 
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BASIS FOR RELIEF REQUESTED 

9. Bankruptcy Code section 328(a) empowers a creditors’ committee appointed under 

section 1102 of the Bankruptcy Code, with the Court’s approval, to employ professionals under 

section 1103 of the Bankruptcy Code pursuant to any reasonable terms of employment, including 

a retainer, on an hourly basis, or on a contingent fee basis. 

10. Bankruptcy Code section 1103(b) provides that an attorney retained by a committee 

may not, while employed by such committee, represent any other entity having an adverse interest 

in connection with the case.  Section 1103(b) further specifies that representation of one or more 

individual creditors will not per se be an adverse interest. 

11. Barclay Damon has advised the Committee that, except as disclosed in the Costa 

Declaration, Barclay Damon does not have or represent any other entity having an adverse interest 

in connection with the Chapter 11 Cases and does not have any connections with the U.S. Trustee, 

any person employed by the Office of the U.S. Trustee, or the Bankruptcy Judge to whom the 

Chapter 11 Cases are assigned. 

12. It is necessary to employ counsel to provide bankruptcy-related services and advice 

to the Committee in connection with the Chapter 11 Cases.  Barclay Damon has specialized 

knowledge in the areas of bankruptcy law, financial matters, and business restructuring.  The 

Committee believes that Barclay Damon is well-qualified to represent it in this proceeding and 

that such retention would be in the best interests of creditors. 

13. The purposes for which the retention of Barclay Damon is necessary are as follows: 

a advising the Committee with respect to its rights, duties, and powers in the 

Chapter 11 Cases; 

b assisting and advising the Committee in its consultations with the Debtors, 

secured lenders of the Debtors, U.S. Trustee, or any other party in interest 

relative to the administration of the Chapter 11 Cases; 
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c assisting the Committee in its investigation of the acts, conduct, assets, 

liabilities, and financial condition of the Debtors and Debtors’ business 

operations; 

d assisting the Committee in its investigation of the validity of the liens and 

claims that make up the Debtors’ pre-petition debt, and the pursuit of any 

claims or causes of action revealed by such investigation; 

e assisting the Committee in its analysis of and negotiations with, the Debtors 

or any third-party concerning matters related to, among other things, the 

assumption or rejection of executory contracts and leases and real or 

personal property, disposition of the Debtors’ assets, financing or other 

transactions of the Debtors; 

f assisting the Committee with its analysis of and negotiations with the 

Debtors, or any third party concerning the terms, implementation, or 

solicitation of one or more plans of reorganization for the Debtors and 

accompanying disclosure statements and related plan documents; 

g assisting and advising the Committee as to its communications to unsecured 

creditors regarding significant matters in the Chapter 11 Cases; 

h representing the Committee at hearings and other proceedings in the 

Chapter 11 cases; 

i reviewing and analyzing applications, orders, statements of operations, and 

schedules filed with the court and advise the Committees as to their 

propriety; 

j preparing, on behalf of the Committee, all necessary pleadings, including 

without limitation, applications, motions, orders, reports, complaints, 

answer and other pleadings and documents, or comments in connection with 

any of the foregoing as may be necessary in furtherance of the Committee’s 

interests and objectives in these Chapter 11 Cases; and 

k performing all other pertinent and required legal services as may be 

necessary or are otherwise deemed to be in the interests of the Committee 

in accordance with the provisions of the Bankruptcy Code, Bankruptcy 

Rules, or other applicable law. 

14. Barclay Damon has indicated its willingness to act on the Committee’s behalf and 

to be compensated in accordance with the Bankruptcy Code, the Bankruptcy Rules, and applicable 

orders of this Court entered in these Chapter 11 Cases. 

15. During the course of representing the Committee as set forth herein, the services of 

Barclay Damon may be necessary for other duties not enumerated herein and not known at this 

time.  In the event the services of Barclay Damon are required for unusual or extraordinary matters 
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beyond the scope or intent of this Application, the Committee will make an additional application 

for such authorization. 

LOCAL RULE 9013-2 STATEMENT 

16. Pursuant to Local Rule 9013-2, the Committee states that no additional 

memorandum will be filed in support of this Application and the Committee will rely solely on 

this Application. 

WHEREFORE the Committee respectfully requests that this Court enter an order 

appointing the law firm of Barclay Damon LLP as counsel for the Committee herein upon 

qualification. 

Dated: June 14, 2022 Respectfully submitted, 

The Official Committee of Unsecured 

Creditors for Creative Hairdressers, Inc.  

and Ratner Companies, L.C. 

 

 

By:    

Ernst A. Bell, the Vice President and General 

Counsel of Regency Centers, L.P., as 

Committee Chair 

 

 

 /s/ Jonathan H. Todt 

 Jonathan H. Todt (#07166) 

FAEGRE DRINKER BIDDLE & REATH LLP 

1500 K Street, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20005-1209 

Telephone: (202) 230-5823 

Facsimile: (202) 842-8465 

jonathan.todt@faegredrinker.com 

 

Counsel for the Official Committee of Unsecured 

Creditors 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on June 14, 2022, I reviewed the Court’s CM/ECF system and 

it reports that an electronic copy of the foregoing will be served electronically by the Court’s 

CM/ECF system on the following: 

GWYNNE L BOOTH GLB@GDLLAW.COM  

 

Steven M Berman sberman@shumaker.com  

 

Alan Betten abetten@sagallaw.com  

 

Kyle Lamar Bishop kyle.l.bishop@usdoj.gov,  

eastern.taxcivil@usdoj.gov,  

james.j.wilkinson@usdoj.gov  

 

Peter D Blumberg heather.williams@fedex.com  

 

Joshua D. Bradley jbradley@rosenbergmartin.com,  

smdenson@rosenbergmartin.com  

 

Elisabeth Bruce elisabeth.m.bruce@usdoj.gov,  

Eastern.Taxcivil@usdoj.gov  

 

Jodie E. Buchman jbuchman@silvermanthompson.com,  

efiling@silvermanthompson.com  

 

Donald F. Campbell dcampbell@ghclaw.com  

 

Katie Lane Chaverri kchaverri@tlclawfirm.com,  

dtayman@tlclawfirm.com  

 

Richard L. Costella rcostella@tydings.com,  

jmurphy@tydings.com  

 

Kevin Davis kdavis@capdale.com,  

brigette-wolverton-caplin-drysdale-9897@ecf.pacerpro.com  

 

Kyle Y. Dechant kdechant@wtplaw.com,  

clano@wtplaw.com,  

kydechant@gmail.com,  

Jha@wtplaw.com  

 

Monique Bair DiSabatino monique.disabatino@saul.com,  

robyn.warren@saul.com  

 

Ronald J Drescher ecfdrescherlaw@gmail.com,  

ron@clegolftour.com,  

ecf2drescherlaw@gmail.com,  

ecf@drescherlaw.com,  
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myecfdrescher@gmail.com,  

284@notices.nextchapterbk.com,  

heather@propelparalegal.com,  

propel@drescherlaw.com  

 

Alan D. Eisler aeisler@e-hlegal.com,  

mcghamilton@gmail.com  

 

John T. Farnum jfarnum@milesstockbridge.com,  

jfarnumecfnotices@gmail.com  

 

Ashley N Fellona ashley.fellona@saul.com,  

janice.mast@saul.com  

 

William Henry Fisher hank@cccoateslaw.com  

 

Jeremy S. Friedberg jeremy@friedberg.legal,  

ecf@friedberg.legal  

 

Stanford G. Gann sgannjr@levingann.com  

 

Richard Marc Goldberg rmg@shapirosher.com,  

ejd@shapirosher.com,  

ens@shapirosher.com  

 

Alan M. Grochal agrochal@tydingslaw.com,  

mfink@tydingslaw.com,  

jmurphy@tydingslaw.com  

 

William L. Hallam WHallam@rosenbergmartin.com,  

kmartin@rosenbergmartin.com  

 

Robert Hanley rhanley@rmmr.com  

 

Catherine Brady DiFazio Harrington charrington@bregmanlaw.com  

 

James Philip Head jhead@williamsmullen.com  

 

Jessica Hepburn-Sadler sadlerjh@ballardspahr.com,  

andersonn@ballardspahr.com  

 

James M. Hoffman jhoffman@offitkurman.com,  

mmargulies@offitkurman.com  

 

Patricia B. Jefferson pjefferson@milesstockbridge.com  

 

Ira T Kasdan kdwbankruptcydepartment@kelleydrye.com,  

MVicinanza@ecf.inforuptcy.com  

 

Lawrence A. Katz lkatz@hirschlerlaw.com,  

llewis@hirschlerlaw.com  
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Nicole C. Kenworthy bdept@mrrlaw.net  

 

C. Kevin Kobbe kevin.kobbe@us.dlapiper.com,  

docketing-baltimore-0421@ecf.pacerpro.com  

 

Lynn A. Kohen lynn.a.kohen@usdoj.gov  

 

Leonidas Koutsouftikis lkouts@magruderpc.com,  

mcook@magruderpc.com  

 

Joyce A. Kuhns jkuhns@offitkurman.com  

 

Jeffrey Kurtzman kurtzman@kurtzmansteady.com  

 

Robert L. LeHane KDWBankruptcyDepartment@kelleydrye.com  

 

Stephen E. Leach sleach@hirschlerlaw.com,  

ndysart@hirschlerlaw.com,  

kburgers@hirschlerlaw.com,  

plaura@hf-law.com  

 

Richard Edwin Lear richard.lear@hklaw.com,  

kimi.odonnell@hklaw.com  

 

Steven N. Leitess sleitess@mdattorney.com,  

efiling@silvermanthompson.com  

 

Michael J. Lichtenstein mjl@shulmanrogers.com,  

tlockwood@shulmanrogers.com  

 

Marissa K Lilja mlilja@tydingslaw.com,  

edondero@tydingslaw.com  

 

Keith M. Lusby klusby@gebsmith.com  

 

Kimberly A. Manuelides kmanuelides@sagallaw.com  

 

Michelle McGeogh mcgeoghm@ballardspahr.com,  

stammerk@ballardspahr.com,  

cromartie@ballardspahr.com,  

bktdocketeast@ballardspahr.com  

 

Stephen A. Metz smetz@offitkurman.com,  

mmargulies@offitkurman.com  

 

Brittany Mitchell Michael brittany.michael@stinson.com,  

jess.rehbein@stinson.com,  

jayme.masek@stinson.com  

 

Pierce C Murphy pmurphy@mdattorney.com,  
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efiling@silvermanthompson.com,  

dcaimona@silvermanthompson.com  

 

Michael Stephen Myers michaelsmyerslaw@gmail.com  

 

Kevin M. Newman knewman@barclaydamon.com,  

kmnbk@barclaydamon.com  

 

Tracey Michelle Ohm tracey.ohm@stinson.com,  

porsche.barnes@stinson.com  

 

Jeffrey M. Orenstein jorenstein@wolawgroup.com  

 

Leo Wesley Ottey otteyjr@gmail.com  

 

JOYCELYN PEYTON Joycelyn.S.Peyton@usdoj.gov,  

Eastern.Taxcivil@usdoj.gov,  

Robert.D.Metcalfe@usdoj.gov,  

James.J.Wilkinson@usdoj.gov  

 

Jeffrey Rhodes jrhodes@blankrome.com,  

kbryan@blankrome.com  

 

L. Jeanette Rice Jeanette.Rice@usdoj.gov,  

USTPRegion04.GB.ECF@USDOJ.GOV  

 

Robert A. Richards robertr@dorseylaw.net  

 

Bradshaw Rost brost@tspclaw.com  

 

Michael Schlepp mschlepp@s-d.com  

 

Joel I. Sher jis@shapirosher.com,  

ejd@shapirosher.com  

 

J. Breckenridge Smith jsmith@foxrothschild.com  

 

David Sommer dsommer@gejlaw.com,  

ceyler@gejlaw.com,  

gomara@gejlaw.com  

 

Daniel Alan Staeven daniel.staeven@frosttaxlaw.com,  

dan@ecf.courtdrive.com,  

daniel.staeven@frosttaxlaw.com,  

ann.jordan@frosttaxlaw.com,  

G70021@notify.cincompass.com  

 

Aryeh E. Stein astein@meridianlawfirm.com,  

aryehsteinecf@gmail.com,  

steinar93219@notify.bestcase.com  
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Ashley Elizabeth Strandjord astrandjord@chasenboscolo.com  

 

Matthew S. Sturtz matt.sturtz@nelsonmullins.com,  

gary.freedman@nelsonmullins.com  

 

Matthew G. Summers summersm@ballardspahr.com,  

branchd@ballardspahr.com,  

heilmanl@ballardspahr.com,  

mcgeoghm@ballardspahr.com,  

ambroses@ballardspahr.com,  

buhrmank@ballardspahr.com,  

roglenl@ballardspahr.com,  

zarnighiann@ballardspahr.com,  

carolod@ballardspahr.com  

 

Jonathan Harold Todt jonathan.todt@faegredrinker.com  

 

US Trustee - Greenbelt USTPRegion04.GB.ECF@USDOJ.GOV  

 

Maurice Belmont VerStandig mac@mbvesq.com,  

lisa@mbvesq.com,  

verstandig.mauricer104982@notify.bestcase.com,  

mahlon@dcbankruptcy.com,  

mac@dcbankruptcy.com  

 

Irving Edward Walker iwalker@coleschotz.com,  

jdonaghy@coleschotz.com,  

pratkowiak@coleschotz.com  

 

Mitchell Bruce Weitzman mweitzman@jackscamp.com,  

statum@jackscamp.com,  

iluaces@jackscamp.com  

 

Craig B. Young craig.young@kutakrock.com,  

jeremy.williams@kutakrock.com,  

lynda.wood@kutakrock.com,  

david.fox@kutakrock.com,  

pamela.germas@kutakrock.com  

 

Daniel Joseph Zeller djz@shapirosher.com,  

ejd@shapirosher.com  

 

/s/ Jonathan H. Todt 
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EXHIBIT A 
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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND 

(GREENBELT DIVISION) 

 

In re: Chapter 11 

 

CREATIVE HAIRDRESSERS, Case No. 20-14583, 20-14584-TJC 

INC., et al.1 

 (Jointly Administered) 

 Debtors. 

____________________________________ 

ORDER APPOINTING BARCLAY DAMON LLP, AS COUNSEL 

TO THE OFFICIAL COMMITTEE OF UNSECURED CREDITORS  

Upon the Application (the “Application”) of the Official Committee of Unsecured 

Creditors (the “Committee”) in the above captioned bankruptcy cases (the “Chapter 11 Cases”) 

for entry of an order pursuant to 11 U.S.C. 328(a), authorizing the appointment of Barclay Damon 

LLP (“Barclay Damon”) as counsel for the Committee in the Chapter 11 Cases; and upon the 

Attorney’s Declaration of Keith N. Costa, Esq. dated June 14, 2022; and the Court finding that:  

(i) it has jurisdiction over the matters raised in the Application 

                                                      
1 The debtors in these chapter 11 cases are:  (i) Creative Hairdressers, Inc. d/b/a Hair Cuttery, Bubbles, and Cielo, and 

(ii) Ratner Companies, L.C.   
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pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 1334; (ii) this is a core proceeding pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 157(b)(2); and (iii) 

the relief requested in the Application is in the best interest of the Debtors’ estates, their creditors, 

and other parties in interest; and after due deliberation and cause appearing therefor; 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: 

1. The Application is GRANTED in its entirety. 

2. The Committee herein be and hereby is authorized to employ Barclay Damon LLP, 

attorneys at law, to represent it for the purposes of these proceedings under Chapter 11 of the 

Bankruptcy Code under the terms set forth in the Application. 

3. The compensation of Barclay Damon for services rendered to and reimbursement 

of expenses incurred on behalf of said Committee shall be fixed by this Court after due deliberation 

based upon contemporaneous time records and hearing pursuant to the rules of this Court and paid 

as an administrative expense of the Debtors’ estates. 

4. The terms and conditions of this Order shall be immediately effective and 

enforceable upon its entry. 

5. The Court shall retain jurisdiction to hear and determine all matters arising from or 

related to the implementation of this order. 

 

cc: All counsel of record 

 

- END OF ORDER - 
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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND 

(GREENBELT DIVISION) 

 

In re: Chapter 11 

 

CREATIVE HAIRDRESSERS, Case No. 20-14583, 20-14584-TJC 

INC., et al.1 

 (Jointly Administered) 

 Debtors. 

____________________________________ 

ATTORNEY’S DECLARATION OF KEITH N. COSTA, ESQ. IN SUPPORT 

OF THE SECOND AMENDED APPLICATION FOR AN ORDER 

APPOINTING BARCLAY DAMON LLP, AS COUNSEL TO THE OFFICIAL 

COMMITTEE OF UNSECURED CREDITORS 

KEITH N. COSTA, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, declares under penalty of perjury:  

1. I am a partner with the law firm of Barclay Damon LLP (“Barclay Damon”).  

Barclay Damon has offices in New Haven, CT and New York, NY, among other places.  I am 

admitted to practice law in the State of New York and the District of Columbia.  I was admitted to 

practice law pro hac vice in the above captioned cases by Order of the Court entered May 12, 2020 

[Docket No. 232]. 

2. I submit this attorney’s declaration (“Attorney’s Declaration”) pursuant to 11 

U.S.C. §§ 327, 328, and 330, Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2014 and in accordance with 

the Second Amended Application for an Order Appointing Barclay Damon LLP as Counsel to the 

Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors (the “Application”) filed by the Official Committee of 

Unsecured Creditors (the “Committee”), seeking to retain Barclay Damon LLP as its attorneys in 

the above captioned bankruptcy cases (the “Chapter 11 Cases”). 

                                                      
1 The debtors in these chapter 11 cases are:  (i) Creative Hairdressers, Inc. d/b/a Hair Cuttery, Bubbles, and Cielo, and 

(ii) Ratner Companies, L.C.   
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SERVICES TO BE PROVIDED BY BARCLAY DAMON 

3. The Committee has asked Barclay Damon to act as its counsel in rendering legal 

services relating to the Chapter 11 Cases and the myriad of issues that may arise in the Chapter 11 

Cases, including, without limitation, the following services: 

a advising the Committee with respect to its rights, duties, and powers in the 

Chapter 11 Cases; 

b assisting and advising the Committee in its consultations with the Debtors, 

secured lenders of the Debtors, U.S. Trustee, or any other party in interest 

relative to the administration of the Chapter 11 Cases; 

c assisting the Committee in its investigation of the acts, conduct, assets, 

liabilities, and financial condition of the Debtors and Debtors’ business 

operations; 

d assisting the Committee in its investigation of the validity of the liens and 

claims that make up the Debtors’ pre-petition debt, and the pursuit of any 

claims or causes of action revealed by such investigation; 

e assisting the Committee in its analysis of and negotiations with, the Debtors 

or any third-party concerning matters related to, among other things, the 

assumption or rejection of executory contracts and leases and real or 

personal property, disposition of the Debtors’ assets, financing or other 

transactions of the Debtors; 

f assisting the Committee with its analysis of and negotiations with the 

Debtors, or any third party concerning the terms, implementation, or 

solicitation of one or more plans of reorganization for the Debtors and 

accompanying disclosure statements and related plan documents; 

g assisting and advising the Committee as to its communications to unsecured 

creditors regarding significant matters in the Chapter 11 Cases; 

h representing the Committee at hearings and other proceedings in the 

Chapter 11 cases; 

i reviewing and analyzing applications, orders, statements of operations, and 

schedules filed with the court and advise the Committees as to their 

propriety; 

j preparing, on behalf of the Committee, all necessary pleadings, including 

without limitation, applications, motions, orders, reports, complaints, 

answer and other pleadings and documents, or comments in connection with 

any of the foregoing as may be necessary in furtherance of the Committee’s 

interests and objectives in these Chapter 11 Cases; and 

k performing all other pertinent and required legal services as may be 

necessary or are otherwise deemed to be in the interests of the Committee 
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in accordance with the provisions of the Bankruptcy Code, Bankruptcy 

Rules, or other applicable law. 

BARCLAY DAMON’S QUALIFICATIONS 

4. Barclay Damon provides business counsel and client representation in corporate 

law and litigation.  It is comprised of nearly 300 attorneys admitted to practice law throughout the 

country with offices in 11 cities, including New York, New York, and New Haven, Connecticut.   

5. Barclay Damon is well qualified to serve as general counsel to the Committee and 

has substantial bankruptcy, litigation, intellectual property, technology, real estate, business, 

banking, and financial services experience, has represented debtors and chapter 11 trustees in a 

significant number of other chapter 11 cases and has prosecuted numerous adversary proceedings 

and contested matters in bankruptcy cases around the country.   

6. In addition, Barclay Damon has become familiar with the circumstances giving rise 

to the Debtors’ bankruptcy petitions, as well as many of the legal issues that the Committee may 

encounter in this matter.   

DISINTERESTEDNESS OF BARCLAY DAMON 

7. In connection with its proposed retention by the Committee in the Chapter 11 

Cases, Barclay Damon sought to determine whether it had any contacts or other relationships that 

might cause it to hold or represent an interest adverse to the Debtors’ estates with respect to the 

matters on which it will be engaged. 

8. Barclay Damon maintains and updates its client database in the regular course of 

its business.  The system is designed to record every individual and entity that has engaged the 

firm and every matter for which the firm has been engaged.  Moreover, with respect to each past 
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or present matter, the system records the identity of related parties, adverse parties, and the 

attorneys who have knowledge of such matters. 

9. Barclay Damon has conducted a conflicts check by searching its client database for 

possible connections to Debtors, their creditors, other parties-in-interest, and potential creditors.   

10. By virtue of the foregoing procedures, I have determined that, as of the date hereof, 

Barclay Damon has provided in the past, and may provide in the future, legal services related to 

the Debtors’ Chapter 11 Cases to certain of the Debtors’ landlord or former landlord creditors.  

Those creditors are identified on Exhibit 1 attached hereto.   

11. To the best of my knowledge after due inquiry at Barclay Damon, Barclay Damon 

is not: 

a a creditor, an equity security holder, or an insider of the Debtors; 

b within the two (2) years before the date of the filing of the Debtors' chapter 

11 cases, one who has served as a director, officer, or employee of the 

Debtors; or 

c one who has an interest materially adverse to the interests of the Debtors' 

estates or to any class of creditors or equity security holders, by reason of 

any direct or indirect relationship to, connection with, or interest in the 

Debtors, or for any other reasons. 

12. Notwithstanding the foregoing, to the best of my knowledge, information, and 

belief, and except as set forth herein, Barclay Damon does not represent any interest adverse to the 

bankruptcy estates or any class of creditors and is a "disinterested person" as that term is defined 

in Section 101(14) of the Bankruptcy Code.  Further, to the best of my knowledge, information 

and belief, and except as stated herein, the partners, officers, and associates of Barclay Damon do 

not have any connection with the Debtors, potential or current creditors, parties-in-interest, their 

respective attorneys and accountants, the United States Trustee, or any person employed in the 

office of the United States Trustee, or any United States District Judge or United States Bankruptcy 

Judge for the District of Maryland. 
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13. Barclay Damon will maintain an ongoing inquiry regarding potential creditors and 

parties-in-interest and, if appropriate, will promptly file any supplemental disclosure that becomes 

necessary with the Court. 

14. By virtue of the foregoing, I believe that Barclay Damon is a "disinterested person" 

within the meaning of Section 101(14) of the Bankruptcy Code, and to the extent required by 

Bankruptcy Rule 2014, and does not represent or hold an interest adverse to the bankruptcy 

estates or their creditors. 

COMPENSATION OF BARCLAY DAMON 

15. Subject to the Court's approval, the Committee requests that Barclay Damon be 

compensated on an hourly basis in accordance with its ordinary and customary hourly rates in 

effect on the date services are rendered as well as reimbursement of actual and necessary expenses.  

Barclay Damon will maintain detailed records of any actual and necessary or appropriate costs and 

expenses incurred in connection with the aforementioned legal services. 

16. Barclay Damon’s current hourly rate for me is $800.00.  The current hourly rate of 

my paralegal at Barclay Damon is $250.00 and the current range of hourly rates of my associates 

at Barclay Damon is $235.00 to $295.00.  The current hourly rate of the only Barclay Damon 

partner expected to be working with me on this case, Ilan Markus, Esq., is $550.00.  Other 

professionals working on this matter will be charged at Barclay Damon's standard hourly rates for 

that professional.   

17. The hourly rates set forth herein are consistent with Barclay Damon's customary 

hourly rates for work of this nature, which are periodically adjusted in accordance with the firm's 

policies.  Prior to any rate adjustment, Barclay Damon will provide the Committee and United 
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States Trustee written notice of any proposed adjustment during the pendency of the cases and 

make a supplemental filing with Bankruptcy Court. 

18. The standard hourly rates for partners, associates, and paralegals are based upon 

each person's level of expertise and experience.  These hourly rates are set at a level designed to 

fairly compensate Barclay Damon for the work of its attorneys and paraprofessionals and to cover 

fixed and routine overhead expenses.  It is Barclay Damon's policy to charge its clients for all other 

services provided and for disbursements and expenses incurred in relation thereto.  Such 

disbursements and expenses include, among others, charges for photocopying, outgoing 

facsimiles, travel, business meals, messengers, couriers, postage, online computer research, 

witness fees, and other fees related to trials and hearings.  Barclay Damon will charge the 

Committee for these expenses in a manner and at rates consistent with charges generally made to 

its other clients. 

19. During these Chapter 11 Cases, Barclay Damon will seek compensation based upon 

its hourly billing rates in effect for the period in which services are performed and will seek 

reimbursement of reasonable and necessary out-of-pocket expenses in accordance with the 

applicable provisions of the Bankruptcy Code, the Bankruptcy Rules, the Local Rules, Orders of 

the Court, and the guidelines of the office of the United States Trustee..  It is further contemplated 

that Barclay Damon will seek interim compensation and reimbursement of expenses during these 

cases pursuant to Section 331 of the Bankruptcy Code. 

20. No retainer has been paid to Barclay Damon. 

21. Barclay Damon understands that any compensation and expenses paid to it must be 

approved by the Court upon application consistent with the Bankruptcy Code, the applicable 

Bankruptcy Rules, and the applicable Local Rules and Orders of this Court.  Barclay Damon 
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acknowledges that any litigation or claims brought on behalf of the Committee and the bankruptcy 

estates cannot be settled without the prior approval of the United States Bankruptcy Court.  Further, 

Barclay Damon agrees to turn over the gross amount of the funds recovered through settlement or 

litigation of estate assets to the Committee. 

22. No arrangement is proposed between the Committee and Barclay Damon for 

compensation to be paid in this case except as set forth herein.  No promises have been received 

by Barclay Damon, nor by any partner, counsel or associate thereof, as to compensation in 

connection with this case in accordance with the provisions of the Bankruptcy Code.  Barclay 

Damon has no agreement with any other entity to share with such entity any compensation received 

by the firm in connection with this case. 

23. I have read the Application and proposed Order attached hereto and consent to the 

terms of Barclay Damon’s employment as contained therein. 

CONCLUSION 

24. Based upon the information available to me, and except as otherwise described 

herein, Barclay Damon holds no interest adverse to the bankruptcy estate or its creditors with 

respect to the matters in which Barclay Damon is to be employed.  I believe that Barclay Damon 

is a "disinterested person" as defined in the Bankruptcy Code.  I am not aware of any reason why 

Barclay Damon cannot act as attorneys for the Committee.  The foregoing constitutes the 

declaration of Barclay Damon pursuant to Bankruptcy Rule 2014, and Local Rule 2014-1. 

25. The undersigned believes that Barclay Damon’s employment is appropriate and 

warranted under these circumstances.   

26. No previous application for the relief requested herein has been made in this case. 
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  

Dated: June 14, 2022 

New Haven, Connecticut /s/ Keith N. Costa  

Keith N. Costa (ct15634) 

Barclay Damon LLP 

545 Long Wharf Drive, 9th Floor 

New Haven, CT 06511 

Direct Telephone:  (212) 784-5818 

Facsimile:  (212) 784-5769 

Email:  kcosta@barclaydamon.com 
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Parties Represented by Barclay Damon 

 

Inland Commercial Real Estate Services, LLC and its certain affiliates: 

West Hartford Grocery Center DST  

IREIT Newport News Tech Center, L.L.C. 

IREIT Pleasant Prairie Ridge, L.L.C. 

 

Wheeler Real Estate Investment and its certain affiliate: 

 WHLR-JANAF, LLC 

 

National Realty & Development Corp. and its certain affiliate: 

 North Haven Holdings Limited Partnership 

 

DLC Management Corp. and its certain affiliates: 

 Longfish Improvements, LLC 

 Levittown, LP 

 

RPT Realty, L.P. and its certain affiliates: 

 Ramco Jacksonville LLC 

 Market Plaza 405 LLC 

 

Beneson Capital and its certain affiliates: 

 The Benenson Investment Company of Virginia, LLC 

 The AR Holding Company II, LLC 

 

Westfield, LLC and its certain affiliate: 

 Wheaton Plaza Regional Shopping Center 
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