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It can be hard to vote. 
Long lines play havoc 
with work schedules. 
Kids have to be picked up 
from school. You might 
need a ride.

But before you call it 
off as too much hassle, 
or convince yourself that 
your one vote doesn’t 
matter, it’s worth revis-
iting who is out there 
trying to keep you from casting 
that vote.

There are the usual 
suspects. The governor and his 
anti-Amendment 4, fib-ridden 
lackeys come to mind.

Voter suppression can also 
fly under the radar, though, 
like the Lake Worth man who 
gathered up the names of a 
few dozen Palm Beach County 
voters, arguing they were fraud-
ulent. Or the snoop who once 
canvassed his South Florida 
retirement community taking 
names of people who weren’t at 
home, but who were registered 
to vote. (Because retirees never 
travel, especially during the 
summer.)

Then there was the right-
wing nonprofit armed with 
tricksy math. In 2016, lawyers 
with the Public Interest Legal 
Foundation argued that the 
number of registered Broward 
voters had to be fake, in part 
because there were more people 
registered than there were eligi-
ble voters.

“Flawed from the start,” ruled 
a federal judge in dismissing the 
lawsuit.

But statistical nonsense 
soup is still being served up, 
frequently as a variation on “I 
see dead people.” Dead people 
on voter registration rolls does 
not mean dead people vote. 
Voters do die, and their loved 
ones may not notify the super-
visor of elections. Supervisors’ 
routine list maintenance is 
designed to spot and remove 
deceased voters. But the dead 
aren’t shambling up to precincts, 

ballot in hand.
These days, whole-

sale purges of voter 
rolls based on simi-
larly sketchy data 
is a preferred voter 
suppression technique 
because it inevitably 
sweeps up legitimate 
voters.

Take Florida’s 
state-ordered 1998 

purge. The company conduct-
ing it warned that innocent 
voters might be misidentified 
in a search for felons. Which 
is exactly what happened. At 
least 1,100 eligible voters were 
purged, just before the 2000 
presidential election

You may recall that election? 
The one that turned on 537 Flor-
ida votes? We don’t know if the 
1,100 would have gone for the 
Texan or the environmentalist, 
but those voters were robbed 
of being able to cast ballots for 
anyone at all.

Never mind. In 2012, Gov. 
Rick Scott ordered a purge of 
noncitizens from voter rolls. (“I 
see brown people.”)

They “found” 182,000 poten-
tial noncitizens; among them, a 
91-year-old awarded a Bronze 
star in World War II. That was 
cut to 2,700 and then to fewer 
than 100. And it broke federal 
law: Scott’s office tried to kick 
voters off the rolls just weeks 
before the presidential election. 
A very specific kind of voter, too: 
More than half of the 2,700 were 
Hispanic, the Miami Herald 
found.

Purge fans aren’t limited to 
lawyers and officials. Dan Heim 
is hardly a household name, 
but NBC News reported that in 
2022 the Florida man claimed 
he found tens of thousands of 
election fraudsters. Pressed, 
he came up with 230. None 
committed fraud.

This year, Heim threw 
roughly 10,000 names at the 
Florida Division of Elections, 
which ordered local supervisors 

to research every single one.
“It is a criminal offense in 

Florida to make frivolous chal-
lenges,” protested a group of 
voting advocates.

I am sure the governor’s elec-
tion police will get right on that.

The names were the work 
of Eagle AI, a dubious artificial 
intelligence program embraced 
by Cleta Mitchell and her wildly 
misnamed Election Integ-
rity Network. Mitchell was 
the lawyer listening in when 
Donald Trump asked Georgia 
for an extra 11,000 votes. She 
chairs the Public Interest Legal 
Foundation — the same foun-
dation whose lawyers filed that 
2016 lawsuit seeking to erase 
thousands from Broward’s voter 
registration rolls.

Small world.
Yes, the federal government 

could do more to help states 
keep accurate voter registration 
rolls. Yes, it’s important to make 
sure the dead, certain felons 
and noncitizens don’t vote. But 
is accuracy what Florida really 
wants? After all, Florida ditched 
the Electronic Registration 
Information Center, a bipartisan 
multistate program that can spot 
double voting. There’s nothing 
else like it. And now, Florida has 
nothing to replace it.

Ponder that as you also 
ponder all the work, all the 
money spent on these efforts to 
keep some number of Floridians 
of any political persuasion from 
the ballot box.

Why? Because they are afraid 
of our votes, and they should be. 
One by one, votes topple tyrants, 
protect rights, rebuke false-
hoods and guide democracy.

Vote for whomever and what-
ever this week, but please do 
vote — if only to irritate those 
who desperately don’t want you 
to.

Pat Beall is a columnist and 
editorial writer for the Sun 
Sentinel. Contact her at beall.
news@gmail.com.
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‘The Purge’ means something 
different than in horror movies

On Nov. 5, Puerto 
Ricans will once again 
cast votes in a status pleb-
iscite, faced with choos-
ing between statehood, 
independence or sover-
eignty with free associa-
tion. While at first glance, 
this may seem like a step 
toward resolving Puerto 
Rico’s long-standing colo-
nial dilemma, this pleb-
iscite, like those before 
it, is built on weak foundations. 
The legislation underpinning it is 
not legally binding, leaving voters 
with little more than false hope and 
empty promises.

The plebiscite is based on the 
Puerto Rico Status Act, a bill 
introduced in Congress in 2022 
and reintroduced in 2023. Its key 
feature is the exclusion of Puerto 
Rico’s current territorial status, 
forcing voters to choose only 
between non-territorial options. 
However, this legislation has 
never been passed into law. The 
U.S. House of Representatives 
approved an earlier version, but it 
has stalled in the Senate, render-
ing the plebiscite legally non-bind-
ing. No matter what Puerto Rican 
voters choose, Congress is under 
no obligation to act on the results.

This lack of enforceability raises 
serious doubts about the plebi-
scite’s legitimacy. Puerto Rican 
voters are being asked to weigh 
in on their future, yet Congress 
has shown little genuine interest 
in addressing the island’s status. 
History is full of examples of simi-
lar plebiscites that have yielded 
little change. In the 2020 refer-
endum, 53% of voters (or 27% of 
all registered voters) opted for 
statehood, yet Congress failed to 
take action. Without a legally bind-
ing commitment from Congress, 
plebiscites become little more than 
symbolic gestures.

One of the most glaring issues is 
the plebiscite’s failure to address 
critical questions that should be 
at the forefront of any decision 
regarding Puerto Rico’s future. 
A particularly pressing concern 
is the potential imposition of 

English-language require-
ments under the “Arizona 
precedent,” which 
mandates English profi-
ciency for public education 
and elected office in terri-
tories that become states. 
This precedent could dras-
tically reshape education 
and governance in Puerto 
Rico, where Spanish is the 
dominant language. .

Another significant 
omission is the financial impact 
of annexation. Currently, Puerto 
Ricans are exempt from paying 
federal income taxes on island-
earned income. Statehood would 
eliminate this exemption, subject-
ing residents to the same federal 
tax obligations as other U.S. citi-
zens. Yet, the plebiscite fails to 
provide any information about 
how annexation would affect taxes.

The plebiscite also fails to 
address the deep political and 
social divisions that exist within 
Puerto Rican society regarding its 
future. Previous plebiscites have 
been plagued by low voter turn-
out and boycotts, with significant 
portions of the population either 
abstaining or voting for conflicting 
options. 

Rather than pushing for another 
plebiscite likely to result in further 
frustration, Puerto Rican leaders 
should focus on securing a binding, 
democratic and congressionally 
approved process. Such a process, 
like the Status Assembly proposal 
supported by the PIP/MVC Alli-
ance and others in Puerto Rico, 
must provide voters with clear, 
enforceable options to genuinely 
address Puerto Rico’s political 
future. Anything less than this will 
only continue the cycle of false 
hope and congressional indiffer-
ence, doing a disservice to Puerto 
Rico’s 3.2 million residents who 
deserve a meaningful resolution to 
their political status.

Javier A. Hernández is a Puerto 
Rican writer, linguist, small-business 
owner, and pro-sovereignty activist 
and adviser. Follow him on X @
PRexitBook.
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