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NHL TEAM RECORD, POINT PROJECTIONS

Expect some close finishes top to bottom

Mike Brehm
USA TODAY -

The NHL standings could be a little
more bunched this season.

Last season, the No. 1 overall team,
the Winnipeg Jets, and the No. 32
San Jose Sharks were separated by
64 points. This new season, USA TODAY
predicts that the gap between first and
last will be 47 points.

First, the Sharks and other bottom
teams should improve. Also, the league
is changing the rules on salary retention
in trades. That will make it harder for
top teams to load up and for bottom
teams to have fire sales.

Another factor is the 2026 Winter
Olympics. Top teams will send more
players to Italy in February for an in-
tense tournament. Bottom teams won'’t
send as many players and will get mid-
season rest.

USA TODAY Sports makes its annual
attempt at projecting the records for all
32 NHL teams (explanations below) for
the 2025-26 season.

Pacific Division

e The Vegas Golden Knights will
benefit from landing the best free agent
(Mitch Marner) and win the Presidents’
Trophy as the top regular-season team.

e The Edmonton Oilers are a threat
to get back to the Stanley Cup Final -
and win it - because of Connor McDavid
and Leon Draisaitl. McDavid’s team-

Mitch Marner’s arrival will help the Vegas Golden Knights and his absence will
hurt the Toronto Maple Leafs. IAN MAULE/GETTY IMAGES

2025-26 NHL
record projections

* Playoff teams

friendly extension will make it easier to
build around the two stars.

e Los Angeles Kings captain Anze
Kopitar will play his final NHL season. It
will include a playoff berth and another
first-round meeting with the Oilers.

e The Vancouver Canucks hope to
shake off a disappointing season. They
will need more from Elias Pettersson
and for goalie Thatcher Demko to stay
healthy.

e The Calgary Flames missed the
playoffs on a tiebreaker. They’ll be in the
race until near the end.

e The Anaheim Ducks hope to take
another big step in their rebuild with the
hiring of coach Joel Quenneville. They
will continue improving but fall short of
the playoffs.

e The Seattle Kraken have a new
general manager and coach but will
miss the playoffs for the fourth time in
their five-year existence.

e The San Jose Sharks should end
their two-year streak of finishing last
but will be among the bottom teams
again.

Central Division

e The Dallas Stars changed coaches
after losing in the conference finals for
three seasons in a row. Glen Gulutzan
will try to get the team over the top.

e Nikolaj Ehlers is gone, but the Win-
nipeg Jets will be a top team as long as
Connor Hellebuyck is in net. He might
play less in the regular season with an
Olympics to win for Team USA.

e The Colorado Avalanche got cap-
tain Gabriel Landeskog back during the

playoffs and moved out Charlie Coyle
and Miles Wood in the offseason.

e The Minnesota Wild took care of
two priorities by getting forward Kirill
Kaprizov and goalie Filip Gustavsson
signed long-term. Kaprizov got a record
deal.

e The Utah Mammoth have a new
practice facility, a new name and logo
and newcomers J.J. Peterka and Nate
Schmidt. Things are looking up in their
second season in Utah.

o The St. Louis Blues clinched the fi-
nal Western Conference berth last sea-
son. They’ll be in the mix again.

e Nashville Predators coach An-
drew Brunette is on the hot seat after
last season’s free agent spree fizzled.

e The Chicago Blackhawks’ rebuild
around Connor Bedard will take time.
Good thing Gavin McKenna is available
to whoever wins the draft lottery.

Atlantic Division

e With the Toronto Maple Leafs
missing Marner and Florida Panthers
missing Aleksander Barkov, the Atlantic
Division title is there to grab for the ul-
tra-talented Tampa Bay Lightning.

e It will be hard to replace Marner
and his 102 points, but Maple Leafs
captain Auston Matthews is healthy.

e No Barkov for seven to nine
months. No Matthew Tkachuk early.
But the Panthers are deep and coach
Paul Maurice always makes the right
moves.

e The Ottawa Senators have a good
mix and should be able to extend their
playoff streak to two seasons.

e The Montreal Canadiens added
Noah Dobson, and Ivan Demidov is a
rookie of the year favorite. They will be
in the hunt for a playoff spot.

e Buffalo Sabres general manager
Kevyn Adams is under pressure to end
the team’s 14-year playoff drought. He
added depth to the defense and in net
but traded No. 2 scorer J.J. Peterka.

e The Detroit Red Wings hoped they
addressed their goaltending concerns
by adding John Gibson.

e Was the Boston Bruins’ missed
playoff berth a one-off or a trend? Last
season’s sell-off makes it more difficult
to turn things around.

Metropolitan Division

e The Carolina Hurricanes signed
free agent Nikolaj Ehlers and re-signed
Logan Stankoven long-term. Could this
be the year this group gets to the Stanley
Cup Final?

e A lot of players had career years in
2024-25. That will be hard to duplicate,
but the Washington Capitals remain
dangerous.

e The New Jersey Devils’ key will be
Jack Hughes staying healthy. They
made the playoffs by two points after he
had season-ending surgery in March.

e The Columbus Blue Jackets
jumped from eighth in the division in
2023-24 to fourth last season while
honoring the memory of Johnny Gau-
dreau. They just missed the playoffs but
should make it this time.

e A lot of New York Rangers players
took a step back as they went from a
Presidents’ Trophy to a missed playoff
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berth. Some veterans were moved as a
result. New coach Mike Sullivan will
need to get the rest back on track.

e New GM Mathieu Darche is putting
his imprint on the New York Islanders.
It helps that the team won the draft lot-
tery and took defenseman Matthew
Schaefer.

o The Philadelphia Flyers brought in
franchise legend Rick Tocchet behind
the bench. He won coach of the year in
his first full season in Vancouver, but
this team isn’t as talented.

e The Pittsburgh Penguins are in a
quandary. They could use a rebuild, but
that’s not fair to Sidney Crosby and the
older core. If they start slowly, second-
ary veterans could end up moving.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Announcement for Intent to Bid
The State of Florida, Department of Corrections, Bureau
of Procurement has released Intent to Bid (ITB), ITB-25-
007, Roof Maintenance, Repair, and Replacement Services,
requesting sealed bids from Responsive Bids from Respon-
sible Vendors to install, maintain, and repair roofs for the
Department, statewide. The Department is selecting a
Vendor for each of its four (4) regions. All Bidders submit-
ting Bids shall have an active Certified General Contractor
license in the State of Florida or be Certified Technicians.
Further, if a corporation or partnership, the Firm must be
registered by the Florida Department of State, Division of
Corporations, to operate in the State of Florida at the time
of application. The ITB has been posted on the Vendor Infor-
mation Portal and can be found at the link below:
https://vendor.myfloridamarketplace.com/search/bids/
detail/14026

The Interlocal Purchasing System (TIPS) has posted procurement
solicitations at www.tips-usa.com for the following categories:

251001 Heavy Duty Equipment

251002 Asbestos and other Hazardous Contaminant Abatement
and Disposal Services (2 Part with JOC)

251003 Electronics, Appliances and Associated Goods and Services

251004 Commissioning and Testing Services for Facility Systems

The proposal is due and will be opened on
November 20, 2025, at 3:00 pm local time.
Call 866-839-8477 for problems with website or questions.

PLACE YOUR AD HERE!
USA TODAY’s Marketplace
To advertise, call: 800-397-0070

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

GOVMVMT Purchasing Cooperative

Master Agreement for Substitute Teacher Services

Issue Date: September 30, 2025
Proposals Due: October 28,2025 @ 3:00pm EST
RFP # 25528-RFP-DST

Hillsborough County Public Schools, FL (herein “Lead Public Agency”)
on behalf of itself and the GOVMVMT Purchasing Cooperative, the
members of the Advisory Council and all states, local governments,
school districts, and higher education institutions in the United States
of America, and other government agencies and nonprofit organizations
(herein “Participating Public Agencies”) is soliciting proposals from
qualified firms to enter into a Master Agreement(s) for a complete
offering of Substitute Teacher Services, to support elementary, middle
and high schools in a variety of subjects and grade levels. Interested
firms will execute and submit allinformation in accordance with the RFP’s
Proposal Submission Requirements and Instructions. The solicitation
may result in an award to multiple contracts. Proposals are due no later
than October 28, 2025 @ 3:00pm EST.

Pre-Proposal Meeting: See the solicitation for details.

Additional Information: Vendorlink (www.myvendorlink.com): Each
respondent must have a current vendor application on file with
Vendorlink to conduct business, receive updates and addenda, and ask
questions under any HCPS solicitation. HCPS may disqualify a Proposer
for failure to comply with this condition. For technical support contact
the Vendor Registration Helpdesk via email at support@evendorlink.com
for additional registration questions.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit and
service cooperative, is requesting proposals for Fleet Leasing
and Vehicle Management Services to result in a procurement

solution for use by its Participating Entities.

Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands
of governmental, higher education, K-12 education,
nonprofit, tribal government, and other public
agencies located in the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be
found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal
https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov
Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell
Procurement Portal will be considered.

Proposals are due no later than November 20, 2025 at 4:30 p.m.
Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

LEGAL NOTICES

IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE
Inre Chapter 11
WALKER EDISON HOLDCO Case No. 25-11602 (TMH)
LLC, etal, (Jointly Administered)
Debtors.

NOTICE OF DEADLINES TO FILE CERTAIN CLAIMS
To all persons or entities with claims against the

following debtors: Walker Edison Holdco LLC (Case No.
25-11602); Walker Edison Intermediate, LLC (Case No. 25-

11603); Walker Edison Furniture Company LLC (25-11604);
and EW Furniture, LLC (Case No. 25-11605) (collectively,
the “Debtors”). On August 28, 2025 (the “Petition Date”),
the Debtors each filed voluntary petitions for relief under
chapter 11 petitions in the United States Bankruptcy Court
for the District of Delaware (the “Court”).

By order dated October 3, 2025 (the “Bar Date Order”),
the Court established claim filing deadlines as follows: (i)
all persons or entities with a claim against the Debtors
that arose before the Petition Date, no matter how
remote or contingent, MUST FILE A PROOF OF CLAIM
on or before November 6, 2025, 5:00 p.m. prevailing
Eastern Time; (ii) all persons or entities who have an
unpaid administrative expense claim against the Debtors
arising on or after the Petition Date and through and
induding October 7, 2025 MUST FILE A REQUEST
FOR ALLOWANCE OF AN ADMINISTRATIVE CLAIM on
or before November 6, 2025, 5:00 p.m. prevailing
Eastern Time; and (iii) governmental units MUST FILE
A PROOF OF CLAIM on or before February 24, 2026. A
claim must be submitted so as to be actually received
on or before the applicable deadline to be deemed timely.
Copies of the Bar Date Order, the Debtors’ schedules of
assets and liabilities and other documents and information
regarding the Debtors’ chapter 11 cases is available free
of charge at https://dm.epiq11.com/walkeredison or
by email at walkeredison@epiqglobal.com. Consult the
Bar Date Order for additional details on whether you are
required to file a proof of claim or request for allowance
of an administrative expense claim, as well as instructions
and procedures for completing and filing proofs of claim or
requests for allowance of an administrative expense claim.
Do not contact the Clerk of Court for legal advice.

ANY PERSON OR ENTITY THAT IS REQUIRED TO
TIMELY FILE A PROOF OF CLAIM OR A REQUEST FOR
ALLOWANCE OF AN ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSE CLAIM
BUT FAILS TO DO SO SHALL NOT BE TREATED AS A
CREDITOR WITH RESPECT TO SUCH CLAIM FOR THE
PURPOSE OF VOTING AND DISTRIBUTION IN THE
DEBTORS’ CHAPTER 11 CASES.

BY ORDER OF THE COURT
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